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ROCKHOUNDER

A BUZZ FROM THE PREZ

fiLooking Behind Us and Before Us with Pride"

hank you for providing me the opportunity to serve as your president
this year. The trust that you have placed in me is appreciated and | will
try not to disappoint you.

The 50" Anniversary of the forming of theWhittier Gem & Mineral
Societyis exciting. We can look behind us at fifty years of great things that
this organization has done. We, also, can look ahead to how we can do our
part to make this club even stronger another fifty years in the new Century.

My goals for the year are to review
honor those who have provided this great organization for us, continue to
explore and learn about rocks and minerals, and plan for an efficient
organization to continue another 50 years into the next Century.

| hope this year will be a source of pleasure and pride. We will be learning
from what has happened previous to this year. There were the years when
the faceters of this club produced a beautiful crown for the community. The
interest changed from mineral collecting to more lapidary artsee Juniors

in past years and thH&oys & Girls Club activities the last few years show
some that there have been many other changes and great accomplishments
which | hope we all enjoy and appreciate.

Just a word or two about your new leadieran Abramsonsays that | like a
challenge. Another long time friend says that | jump in the water and pull
others in with me. | think | am an idea person, so prepare to put out stops if |
overextend. Organizing and order are important to me, so | hope that plans
can be made ahead even if we make changes later. My father was a Missouri
dirt farmer: another person of this background sdithe"Buck Stops Hetre
In conclusion, being a senior citizen, forgive me if | have an occasional
senior moment (forgetfulness).

Izzie
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January 28th Program

he program for January will featutgarryl Futrell . He will present i
program on tourmalineMr. Futrell is a recognized expert on
meteorites and tektites, and we look forward to his slide presentation| about
this gemstone.

1574

Jack Zywaocienski
ANOTHER REMINDER -
1999DUES ARE DUE!
ast mont hés bulletin published a
mailing | abel for the convenienc:

their dues.

Only a small percentage of members have taken advantage of the mailing
label so far and time is rapidly approaching for the publication of the 1999
membership list.

Pl ease take a few moments and send
easier on you, me and the bulletin editor.

Thank you !
Sylvia Cliffe

Single Adult = $10.00 per year
Married Couple = $15.00 per year
Junior (over 8, under 18) = $3.00 per year

Sylvia Cliffe
WGMS Treasurer
2140livera Lane
Sierra Madre, CA 91022100

Pages



The Rockhounder January 1999

November Door Prizes

MAIN PRIZE: 5 Gallon Bucket & Bucket Seat (donated by WGMS)
won byKathy Turner

ADDITIONAL PRIZES:

Prize Donated by Winner
o1-Liter Oriental Thermos ??? Guest, LaVera Valle
eSaw Horse Brackets WGMS Les Roy
ebutter dish, salt & pepper comb&ylvia Cliffe  Dave Martinez
eDecorative PepsCola Radio  WGMS Kathy Piechota
e\Wooden Reindeer Delores Maggs

Grand Prize: $50.00 Gift Certificate

The $50.00 Gift Certificate was won Eyathy Piechota. She selected
California Crafts Supplyas her certificate location of choice.
CONGRATULATIONS, KATHY!

Vern Cliffe

A Note From the Editor

t is my pleasure and responsibility to report on things which |have

happened with our members. Birthdays, anniversaries, awards received,
events involving kids or grandkids, illnesses or tragedies, and articles| about
our club or hobby, are all things which we would like to put into the bulletin.
However, you have to let us know.

You can contact our Social Secretary, Mary Rose Merten at (6263458
The bulletin Editor, Jay Valle can be reached at (626)3336!.

Thanks very much!

Board Meeting on January 7th

he January WGMS Board Meeting will be held at the Whittier home of
Grace Bradshaw on Thursday, January the 7th. These meetings are open
to all members, so if you wish to come and need directions, caldegt
Turner at (562) 4262883.
Jvalle
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December Meeting Notes

hose of you who were not able to attend the December potluck and

installation of officers missed a real treat (pun intended). Not only did
Sandie Fender prepare the turkey to perfection, the other foods were
incredible and we were entertained by our special gBeserly Moreau,
current President of theFMS.

Dinner was briefly postponed due to unforeseen events. However, once we
actually entered the meeting hall, everything went off without a hitch. The
tables were quickly set up and the food laid out. While this was happening, a
large group of carolers wandered by outside, enhancing the evening.

After the most excellent dinneBeverly performed the induction of the 1999
slate of WGMS officers. Her introduction of the 1999 officers was unique
and quite entertaining. To incomirRyesident, Isabella Burns, she gave a
Mounds CandyBar representing the Amounds¢
the position. ToJack Zywocienski the new 1% Vice President she
presented a small packageSpice Dropsasking him to bring an extra dash

of fAspi ced tMicheltelSebreposenajedaedoge. Barfor her
upcoming job, a2 Vice president of adding to the WGMS membership
and mot new amémbersgto aftend meetings willingly and be as gentle
as doves .Marcia Grady, in her second year aSecretary, as the

ili fesavero that brings stability t
know, dono6t v bfesaversTa keesyvia Lliffe mimdful of

her financial responsibilities aEreasurer, she was given ®ne Hundred

Grand Bar. The threeDirectors, Jim Akin, Les Roy, andJerry Turner

were admonished to stick together and were each presented Wittea
Musketeers Batr. Finally, as a remiBill®ens of
has done and continues to do for our Society, she gave him a package of
Good and Plentycandies. The officers were then sworn in and were
officially installed.

Isabelle presented her first speech as President\&rd took care of the

door prizes. The Grand Prize Winner of the $50.00 gift certificatekatsy
Piechota (congrats, Kathy!!). Outgoing Presidenderry Turner then
handed out the gifts. As per usual, there was a large variety of gifts given and
received.Beverly Moreau again stepped forward and entertained us, this
time with three falternatedo Chri st
who brought back more than deer from the hunt, another about poor
grandmaoés holiday injuries and the
Christmas (merchandizing) spirit. The songs were hilarious. She then led us
in Christmas carols and the party broke up.

Pageb



The Rockhounder January 1999

Some of our missingn-action includedlim Akin, recovering from a bout
with pneumonia andloe and Marcia due toJoe having surgery this
Monday past. The decorations were broughSbgdy & Tony and everyone

participated in setup and tear down. A special thanBet@rly Moreau for
her contributions to our holiday gathering.

JValle

ounty of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Rpcrexatwn
Fast Recreation District

Presented to
Les Roy £
for volunteering at Sorensen Park in ,//j .
1998.

oz}emﬁeﬁj}, 1998

Certificate of Recognition Awarded to Les Roy

L es Royreceived theCertificate of Recognitionshown above for his
volunteer work at Sorenson Park this past yiees.donates a lot of his
time to | ocal outreach projects and
deserves. He helps at Sorenson Park, the Whittier Boys and Girls Club, and
promotes our activities thoughout the community. Thanks Les! (Sorry this

di dndét make the December bulletin, b

JValle
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CALIFORNIA'S OFFICIAL STATE EMBLEMS

GOﬂ: The State Mineral. Gold was chosen for the state mineral

because the discovery of gold in 1849, and the gold rush that followed,
played such an important role in the history of California. The "Golden Bear
Nugget" was found about 1857 at the Georgia Hill Mine in Yankee Jim,

California. It weighs 1 ounce 19.2 grams troy and was purchased by the
C.F.M.S. for $300.00 in 1938. It is on display at the Los Angeles County

Museum of Natural History in Exposition Park, Los Angeles and may be

seen at each California Federation Show.

SERPENTINE: The State Rock. Serpentine was chosen as the state rock
because it is the dominant rock in the Coast Ranges of California. There is
also a great deal of serpentine in the Sierra Nevada Range, especially in the
"Mother Lode". Some of the serpentine is very compact and makes a good
decorative stone. Serpentine has been found to be associated with gold
bearing material such as quartz. You can find this, for example along
highway 49 in the "Mother Lode" area.

BENITOITE : The State Gemstone. Benitoite was adopted as the state
gemstone in October 1985. It was chosen because it was first discovered in
San Benito County in 1905. Only in California has it been found in gem
quality. It is also the only known substance that crystallizes in unique crystal
form of the ditrigonaldipyramidal class of the hexagon system. (The CFMS
emblem contains both the shapes of the Benitoite crystal and the natural
Golden Bear Nugget as it was found.) It has a hardness of 6.5 and lends itself
to brilliant sapphirdike stones when a gem quality crystal is faceted.

SMILODON : The State Fossil. This fossil was found in abundance at
Rancho La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles.  Over 2,500 specimens have been
removed from this location. Smilodon was a very large cat, not a tiger, of the
Middle to Late Pleistocene Era, from 1,800,000 to 11,000 years ago. The
animal was much like the present day African lion.

Excerpts from CFMS Poster & Society Aids Manual, vis DelAir Bulletin,
Gem- N-1, Amador Nugget 10/95, via CFMS Newsletter 10/98.
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METAL DETECTOR USERS
Where can you use your detector?

N ational Forest and Federal Lands Metal detecting is not allowed!!
Only by special permit, acquired from the federal government. Each
area has a district office.

Corp of Engineers, Lakes, Shorelines and LandsPermission has been
granted only on prédisturbed sites, such as beaches and attached swimming
areas. New Corp lakes and lands must be okayed by the main office of the
Army Corp of Engineers. Each area has a district office.

State Parks and Lands Some State Parks are open to metal detecting, yet
some are not! We suggest you check with the park ranger before attempting
to use your detector.

BLM -Bureau of Land Management Some areas of their lands are open for
use of metal detectors, and some are not. We suggest you contact their
district office.

City or County Parks: Most all are open to metal detecting unless notice is
given by a sign or city ordinance. This can be checked by contacting the
Parks and Recreation Dept. in the city where you wish to use your detector.

Public School Grounds Most are open unless naotice is given by a sign, city
ordinance, law enforcement or school employee. Check with school office
first.

(Private) Schools, Colleges and Academiedlust acquire permission.
Check with their office first. Should be viewed the same as private property.

Private Property: Must acquire permission from the landowner!! It is best
to have that permission in writing.

Historically Marked Sites: Metal detecting is not allowed. This site has
already met what is necessary to become historically significant. It is so
marked to preserve history.

From FMDAC Western Chapter Newsletter, 3/96 via Drywasher's Gazette,
5/96 & Amador Nugget, 5/96, via CFMS 10/98 Newsletter.
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Field Trip to Quartzsite, Arizona
February 6 - 7, 1999

he next official WGMS field trip is going to be to Quartzsite over the

weekend of February 6 & 7. If you have never gone to this event, it is a
huge swapmeet for rockhounds, the biggest Gem & Mineral Show you can
possibly imagine. | have listed below some of the events that will be
occurring during the period we will be there.

If you decide to go, we normally camp at Scaddan Wash, off of Exit 17.
When you get close, call out on CB Channel 14 and normally someone will
be listening. Watch for the WGMS/PLS signs as well.

For more information, contact Vern Cliffe at (626)35%64.

Jan 29 Feb 7 Prospectors' Panorama: Gem & Mineral Show
South of 10 on Hwy 95

Jan 29 Feb 7 Tyson Wells SellA-Rama
South of 310 on Hwy 95

Feb 3-Feb 7  Quartzite PowWow (500 spaces)
North of 10 on Hwy 95
Parking: Cars ~$2; RVsltrailers ~$3

Feb 7 S.C.R.I.B.E. Symposium
Senior Citizen's Community Center
Time: 8:30 AM (Mountain Time)
Moon Mountain Road, Quartzite AZ

Alternate Field Trip to Paul Bunyon Agate
January 23- 24, 1999

ome club members have expressed the desire to camp at the Paul
unyon Agate location and explore the surrounding areas. There is
plume agate in the area, and Mule Canyon and Mineola Road are both nearly.
We will be camping and rockhunting the weekend of Janua423

For more information, contact Jay Valle at (626)-336.4.
JValle
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Scaddan Wash
Camp Area

The Rockhounder
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ABCs of Field Trips

A - Always have someone with you when you go rock hunting.

B - Beware of strange animals when crossing fields and such.

C - Carry afirst aid kit and also a compass.

D - Don't leave a group without letting someone know where you are
going.

E - Eating berries can be fatahless you knowhey are safe.

F - Fires are fine for camping, but be sure it is allowed .... and out when
you are ready to leave.

G - Goggles should be worn while you are chipping rocks.

H - Have proper wearing apparel for roughing it.

| - If doubtful of poison ivy or oak, do not touch or walk near it.

J - Jeopardize no one by taking foolish chances.

K - Keep a snakebite kit handy in snake infested areas.

L - Look before you leap over big holes or slippery rocks.

M - Make sure not to stand on edges of vertical cliffs or shafts.

N - Never go into an old mine shaft.

0- Overloading your rock pack can put a kink in your back.

P - Park so that cars can get by; do not block roadways.

Q - Quick thinking sometimes averts tragedy.

R - Respect property rights and all warning signs.

S- Should there be children, make sure they are in sight.

T - Take plenty of drinking water.

U - Use rock hammers and picks with caution.

V - Very careful in using flammable liquids to start fires.

W - Watch for snakes and such.

X - X-it quietly and with manners if asked to leave private property.

Y - Your litter won't be appreciated if left behind.

Z - Zippers hard to open or stuck in bedrelisse a bar of soap.

From 6/84 Lodestar via Georgia Mineral Society's TIPS AND TRIPS via
THE ORE/CUT/90 via Joe Hafeli of Napa via The Rock Bag (OGI¥98
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Igneous Rock List
Jane Huelsmeyer

I gneous rocks form from cooling magna. If magma erupts from a volcano
and cools on the surface, extrusive rocks form. If the magma is trapped in
the crust and cools there, intrusive rocks form.

INTRUSIVE ROCKS (cool slowly underground, crystals are visible)

e Peridotite - olive green crystals

e Gabbro- all or mostly black crystals

e Diorite - mixture of black and white crystals

e Granite - three types of minerals (quartz, white or pink feldspar,
and mica or hornblende

EXTRUSIVE ROCKS (cool fast on the surface, microscopic crystals)

e Basalt- dull black or reddish brown, heavy rock, some may have
bubble holes

e Andesite- dull gray, heavy rock, may be light or dark gray

e Rhyolite- dull light-colored rock (any color except dark gray or
black), heavy rock. Water solutions may form bands of
color or color patterns.

e Obsidian- shiny, glassy black rock with smooth surfaces and sharp
edges. Used by Indians out west for arrowheads.

e Pumice- white to light gray rock, lightweight, so full of holes it

may float

e Scoria- black to reddish brown, lightweight, so full of holes it
may float

e Ash- sand to flour size particles, usually light gray. Ash

cemented together is calladf.

Gem City Rock News 7/98, via AFMS Newsletter of 10/98, via Breccia
10/98
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Tourmaline Mines of Mesa Grande, California
By Pam Kragen

On a hot dusty day in the 1880's, a traveling salesman stopped in a store
in tiny Mesa Grande, California, and noticed a group of barefoot Indian
boys playing with bright green, blue, and red marbles. After buying the
marbles from the boys with a few sticks of candy, the salesman had them
analyzed and discovered they were honed from tourmaline, apsecmus

gem found only in parts of Africa.

Early discoveries

Local Indians had discovered tourmaline crystals in rocky outcroppings on
the ground centuries before, but considered them of little value. In the mid
18805, Belgian shepherds wandering through the hills came upon the
crystal s, but kept their find a sec
word of the local treasure escape to the outsioidd.

News spreads

Within two years, dozens of tourmaline mines had been cut into the-brush
covered hills near Mesa Grande in the town of Pala, 45 miles north of San
Diego. The very first mine, the Himalaya, proved to be the region's most
productive and enduring tourmaline deposit. During the early 1900's, more
than 90 tons of tourmaline were dug out of the Himalaya, making it the
worl dés primary source of tourmalin

Pala pink

Although many colors of tourmaline were produced from the Pala mines, the
area became known for a color dublieala Pink Even today, Pala is the
worlds only known source of deep pink tourmaline.

Craze in China

At the turn of the century, most of the gems mined in the area were sold to
Tiffany and Company in New York. Then the Chinese dowager Empress,

Tzu Hsi, was given some Pala Pink stones and her fascination with the gems
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set off a tourmaline craze in China. From 1902 until the Empress' death in
1911, hundreds of tourmaline crystals were mined from the Pala hills and
shipped to China, where they were carved into small fish, shell, and animal
sculptures.

... and collapse

The craze did not last long. With the collapse of China's Imperial
government in 1911, came the collapse of the tourmaline mining industry.
Most of the mines around Pala were boarded up, or were used as tourist
attractions for weekend mining hobbyists.

Pala mines return to life

In the 1960's, a resurgence of the tourmaline market brought two Pala mines,
including the Himalaya, back to life. Today, about $1 million worth of
tourmaline is mined annually in the
largest source of tourmaline, behind Brazil and Madagascar.

So what is tourmaline?

The Tourmaline Group includeshorl dravite, uvite andelbaite This hard

(7) silicate produces colorful varieties of gem stones: the red is known as
rubellite, and the blue amdicolite. Tourmaline in the gem trade indicates
the green variety. The glassy black variety is used for electrical apparatus

that depends on their pressatectric (piezoelectric) characteristic.

Tourmaline is found in the United States wherever coarse granitic rocks and
their related pegmatite dikes come to the surface: Maine and California.

Reference: A Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals by Frederick H. Pough,
1976.

Fedco Reporter 2/90 via Glacial Drifter 8/98 via Breccia 10/98
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W.G.M.S. Presidents

n honor of the Whittier Gem & Mineral Society enjoying its 50th
Anniversary this year, here is a listing of all the past Presidents of our
club. You may recognize a few familiar names.

1949 Bob Meyers 1976 F.E. Sleep*
1950 Bill MclIninch 1977 Norm Donaldson
1951 Francis Croft* 1978 Muriel Berg
1952 Ken Tharpe* 1979 John Isenbarger
1953 George Cyrog 1980 Jerry Turner
1954 Blanche Hutcheson 1981 Francis Gilbert*
1955 BillBumns 1982 Bob Dietl
1956 Donna Patrick* 1983 Pat Maggs
1957 Sol Stern* 1984 Vern Cliffe
1958 Sylvia Cliffe 1985 Ken Manning
1959 Jim Berry 1986 Joe Goetz
1960 Eunice Berry 1987 Jim Bennett
1961 Dora Stern* 1988 Mike Maneth
1962 Marian Hubbard 1989 Mike Maneth
1963 Bruce Buell 1990 Mike Maneth
1964 Del Jones 1991 Sandie Fender
1965 Frank Hewlett 1992 Sandie Fender
1966 Mick Wingett 1993 Joe Goetz
1967 Art Logue 1994 Les Roy
1968 Bill Burns 1994 Les Roy
1969 Muriel Berg 1995 Les Roy
1970 Lefty Stroh* 1996 Les Roy
1971 George Merton* 1997 Les Roy
1972 Floyd Berg 1998 Jerry Turner
1973 Margery Horsfall* 1999 Isabella Burns
1974  Lefty Stroh*

Bob Carlisle*

1975 F.E. Sleep*
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What is Pietre Dure?

Pietre Dure, literally "Hard Stong, is anintarsia mosaicmade entirely,

as the name implies, from hard colored stones like jasper and agate, as
opposed to those made from marbles, which are considerably softer; although
the hard colored stones was often inlaid in black marble for contrast.

The art of Pietre Dure flourished in 19th century Italy, being used primarily
for tabletops, as well as for other smaller art objects. The technique involves
choosing exactly the right piece of stone to achieve the effect desired, so that
the color shadings in each piece of stone approximate those of a pictorial
element such as a leaf or flower petal, and the piece as a whole resembles a
painting.

The pieces of stone are flat on the front, and may be polished in any way that
produces good flat polished surfaces, such as a vibrating lap. Generally the
stones were prepolished and then ground to shape, with each stone supposed
to fit as tightly as possible against its neighbors. This, as may be imagined,
becomes quite a technical feat to accomplish well, and requires a lot of skill,
as well as time. There is still a Pietre Dure Museum in Florence, which | was
fortunate enough to visit, celebrating the vanished glories of this craft. The
modern lItalian items offered to tourists as Pietre Dure are not up to the old
standard, although | have seen some good work coming out of Russia
recently.

Andrew Werby, United Artworks, drewid@LanMinds.Com
Sculpture, Jewelry, and Other Art Stuff, http://unitedartworks.com

(Hale's note: The museum Andrew talks about has a web site at http://
www.vps.it/propart/opd_e.htm. My concern was the spelling; the museum
spells it 'Pietre Dure', and so | have changed all the words to that spelling.
There are 351 web pages with those words which Alta Vista found. One of
them is at www.texnet.it/artprovider/mosaico.html, and has great pictures of
tabletops and other examples. Hale)

Via Hal eds Lapidary Digest newsl ette
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Gem and Mineral Shows

Jan 9-10 Exeter - Tule Gem & Mineral Soc., 43Annual Show,

Veterano6s Memori al Bl dg., 32
Hours: 10- 5 daily. Raymond Cooke, 26®83-0271

Jan 9-24 Quartzsite, AZ. - Tyson Wells Rock and Gem Show.
SouthWest corner + 10 and Hwy. 95.
Web site www.tysonwells.com

Jan15-Feb15Cl oudds Jamboree at Quartzsi

Jan 22- 31 Blythe - Annual Rock & Gem Show. Colorado River
County Fairgrounds.4nail rocks@rockshows.com.
Web site www.rockshows.com. Hours: 9 daily.

Jan 29- Feb 7 Quartzsite, AZ - Tyson Wells selerama Rock and Gem
Show, SouthWest corner + 10 & Hwy. 95
Web site www.tysonwells.com

Feb 12- 23 Indio - Riverside County Fair and Date Festiv@innual
Gem and Mineral Showsem & Mineral Bldg.
Indio Fairgrounds. Hours: 100 daily
Bert Grisholm, 908491674

Feb 20- 21 Stockton-St ockt on Lapidary and M
47" Annual Show. 33 West Alpine Ave. Hours:-6aily
Jim Dunlap 2094780747

Feb 27- 28 North Hollywood -Del Air Rockhounds, Sierra Peloma
Rock Club, VIP Gem & Mineral Society & Woodland
Hills Rockchippers. 31San Fernando Valley Gem
Fair. 12240 Archwood St., Hours: -BEoboth days.
8059333820
Vern Cliffe
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Measure an ounce of grit

Tumbling instructions tell you how much grit or polish to use per pound

of rock, and this is almost always given in ounces. This is fine, but
most people do not have an ounce scale around the house, so measuring out
one or more ounces presents a small problem. The following is an easy way
to arrive at ounces and is based on standard measuring spoons.

Start out with a rounded spoonful and level it off with the blade of a straight
kitchen knife.

Coarse grit 1 ounce = 4 level teaspoons
Medium grit: 1 ounce = 4 level teaspoons
Fine grit: 1 ounce = 4 level teaspoons
Polish powder. 1 ounce = 8 level teaspoons.

Original Source Unknown via Gems of the Rogue 8/09 via Breccia 10/98

Editor: Jay Valle, 1421 Latchford Avenue, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
Home: (626) 3368714; Work/Voice mail: (909) 398332;
e-mail: jayv@agmd.gov

Bulletin exchangesare welcome and should be sent to the editor.
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