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ROCKHOUNDER

From the desk of THE PREZ:

Greetings WGMSers,

I\/I arch has arrived! That means that winter is (almost) over. | love the
springtime rock collecting/camp trips. The temperatures are nice,
everything is green and, if you are lucky, the desert is in bloom. Somehow,
rock hunting seems somewhat more fun than usual when Mother Nature is
smiling. Our field trip for March is the annual run out to Stoddard Wells for

the tailgate. Hopefully, the weather will be better than last year where it
stormed the whole weekend. Didnodot pi
bargains anyway.

March is also the last month you can pay your Club dues and still remain a
member in good standing.

The turtle sign on the cover was spotted out by the Paul Bunyan Agate area.
The image brings to mind the lies involving the use and abuse of the Desert
Tortoise to close large areas of our desert, strictly for political/religious ends

(I consider radical environmentalism to be a religion). Just for fun, on page

15 is a recipe for Turtle Soup (turtle meat can still be purchased at specialty
stores pl ease dondét eat our fAendangeredi

| want to thank our members who have donated items for the monthly door
prize drawingVern and Sylvia Cliffe donated a compadBill and Isabella
Burns donated an optical quartz dowdieled cab and Brazilian agate
bookends (which will be main prize at the March meeting),tatde Val | e
donated two Gem & Mineral books. We still need a few more donations to be
used for the rest of the year.

Jvalle
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March 23" General Meeting

oi's Wohl ner wi || p r 12 Biethstonesa. p/$lo g |
will describe the gemstone(s) for each month, how they were selected,
and their special properties.

Jack Zywaocienski

February 22 General Meeting Notes

Joe Girtner presented the program at the February meeting of the WGMS.
He came to talk about his stone knife handles. As he described his
technique for selecting and cutting the knife handles, the discussion turned to
the entire knifemaking process, including buying steel blanks from which the
blades are manufactured.

Dues to an oversight, past Presidenés Roy and Jerry Turner did not
receive their Peséent Jhe\Valepresented es qaude s .
Jerry with the beautiful plaques, which have a gpldted gavel attached to
them, during the business meeting.

Jay Valle reported thaEd Piechotawas going to have heart bypass surgery
on Monday, February 26 at the Whittier Prespeterian Hospital. (Edtead

the surgery at 11 AM, Monday morning, receiving a quadruple bypass. He
came through the operation just fine and is recovering in ICU.)

Refreshments were provided Byt and Ginger Ragazzi. Next monthJoe

and Marcia Goetzwill be handling the snacks. By the way, if you want to
celebrate your special occasion with your fellow WGMSers, bring a cake or
desert to the meeting to share.

We are still looking for &@oor Prize Chairman. If you think you would like

to try out this important job, it is yours for the asking. Several members have
donated prizes for door prizes, includiBdgl and Isabella Burns, Vern and
Sylvia Cliffe, and Jay Valle We still need door prize donations to get
through the next few meetings.

The March meeting will be the last chance for members to renew their

membership in the WGMS and to be listed on the official 2001 Roster. If you
haven6ét already done so, pl ease sen

Pages



The Rockhounder March 2001

March Calendar
Mar. 6 WGMS Board Meeting (already past)
Mar. 1718 Kramer Hills/Castle Butte Field Trip

Mar. 23 WGMS Regular Meeting, 7:30 PM at Sorenson Park

February Displays

here were some great displays this month including an articlezan

Burns that was published in the recent Rock and Gem magazine; a
mammoth tooth; some lovely pieces of Madagascar ocean jasper slabs and
cabs byBill & Izzie Burns; cabs with corresponding rough I&inger
Ragazzifrom recent field trips; a fissized piece of bloodstone on our trip to
Castle Butte bylay Valle; slabs of pink and red brecciated jasper from the
last field trip bySylvia & Vern Cliffe ; and a large piece of adventurine by
Jerry Turner .

THANK YOU ALL FOR MAKING THE DISPLAY TABLE SO
INTERESTING!

For the MARCH meeting please bring something grefmished, cabbed,
slabbed, rough or ????

Sylvia Cliffe
Widely used Smileys
(-7 e User is left handed.
%-) ... User has been staring at a green screen for 15 hours straight.
) User is drunk.
[] e User is a robot.
81 ) ... User is wearing sunglasses.
B:-) ... Sunglasses on head.
TIe) e User wears normal glasses.
Bi).... User wears hormimmed glasses.

8:-) ... User is a little girl.
:-)-8....Useris a Big girl.

From the Internet
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The Garden
Lee Ann Kiss, Inservice

First plant four rows of P's:

e Presence

e Promptness

e Preparation

e Perseverance

Next to those plant three rows of squash:

e Squash gossip
e Squash indifference
e Squash criticism

Now we need five rows of lettuce:

e Lettuce obey rules and regulations
e Lettuce be true to our obligations
e Lettuce be useful and loyal

e Lettuce love one another

And no garden is complete without turnips

e Turnip for meetings on time

e  Turnip with a smile

e  Turnip with new ideas

e Turnip with the determination to make everything count for something
good and worthwhile.

The Auxilian, Preshyterian Community Hospital, A newsletter of the PIH
Auxiliary, Volume XXXXII, Number 5, March Issue, 1998

Submitted by Flo Piechota
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Only in America

e Onl vy i n Aama pidze get t@@your house faster than an ambu-
lance.

e Only i n Arenthereihandicag parking places in front of a skat-
ing rink.

e Only i n Aodegstoresamake the sick walk all the way to the

back of the store to get their prescriptions while
healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front.

e Onl vy i n Adopeaple order dbuble cheese burgers, large fries,
and a diet coke.

e Onl vy i n Mdobankd leage béth doors open and then chain the
pens to the counters.

e Only i n Aoweileave aarsévorth thousands of dollars in the
driveway and put our useless junk in the garage.

e Only i n Aomwerusearsweting machines to screen calls and
then have call waiting so
someone we didn't want to talk to in the first place.

e Only i n Aowebuyba dogs in packages of ten and buns in
packages of eight.

e OnlyinAmerica..do we use the word o6politi

so wel |l : 6Pol Il 6 in Latin
meaning bloodsucking creatures'.

e Only i n Aarkey haceadrivéip ATM machines with Braille
lettering.

e Only i n Aama homeless cdmbat veteran live in a cardboard
box and a draft dodger live in the White House.

Submitted by Verle Stadel, taken off the Internet (author unknown), via The
Petrified Log 02/01
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Presidents Weekend Field Trip
Kramer Hills/Castle Butte
February 17- 19, 2001

he trip started out normally, but quickly deteriorated while on the stretch
of 150 between Ontario and Devor
the help ofVince Jarrell, who lives close by, we contacted a towing service
and a Ford Truck dealership to tow the motorhome to (also have to thank the
inexpensive cell phone we purchased recently for such emergencies!) While
waiting for the tow serviceSandie & Tony Fenderstopped, after making a
Akt urnd using t wommps,xa Seesif we maebded help, foo n
which we say, AThankso. We deci ded
transportation and were offered, and acceptedJtier r mdtdrhénse for
bed and breakfast, which was greatly appreciated.

Saturday morning was spent visitiBgy | vsiteadissovered bgylviaon the
Memorial Day field trip last year. The vein produced sevetEd ®ound piec-

es, two weighing 780 pounds and a final piece weighing 38 pounds.
That took some maneuvering to get it into the back of a new Ford
Explorer. The afternoon was spent digging out materials within a few yards of
camp. Although the area had been worked over for many, many Yéas,
Jarrell dug out some pieces of green opal large enough to carv&iagdr
Ragazziexcavated and found red agate. Potluck was held outside before
darkness came on and a great fire was built to keep everyone warm. There
was so much firewood brought out that half of it was left for the next visitors
to the site.

Overnight there were some raindrops but nothing to dampen our desire to
hunt rocks. Sunday morning and afternoon was spent in the Castle Butte area
at the bloodstone site. In spite of some concentrated digdgygyalle was
the one to unearth a fistzed nodule of material while several persons found
some small pieces scattered on the surface. The Lonely (Brown) Butte area
w a S
visited for petrified reed but little material was found. Most everyone headed
home from there in the late afternoon, whited Whitefrom the Kaiser/Gem
Carvers clubs stayed overnighred has a quiet charm, is not only versatile
in his knowledge of collecting sites all over southern California and Arizona,
but was able to entice two young ladies out to join our group on Saturday and
two on Sunday. A total of 20 members from four clubs journeyed out to the
trip, proving that a true sense of cooperation can exist between individuals
and clubs.

Vern & Sylvia Cliffe
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(Continued from Page 10)

materials to collect and places to explore. And when exploring, taking of
pictures is highly encouraged especially if the wild flowers are in bloom.

At the end of the day about 4:00 PM there will be happy hour and time then

to prepare for the potluck at approximately 5:00 PM. After dinner, weather
permitting, and a campfire will be lit. As you sit drinking in the warmth of

the fire and the fire light shows tired, but satisfied faces the telling of stories

of trips past and bragging about the treasures and rocks that you got and
couldndét Iive without. Soon youdl |l (
and ready for another day of Promise

We will be camping at Snob Hill; you can follow the signs into camp. If this
is your first trip, stay on the main road. Signs will be placed at strategic loca-
tions to get you there.

The tentative trip planned for April is going to Burro Creek, if you a@er
not interested in going to Burro Creglease call me @ (626) 9B6030o0r
Vern @ (626) 35%964and let us know so we can plan an alternate trip.

Your Which Way Did They Go Fieldtrip Chairpeople
Joe & Marcia Goetz
Vern & Sylvia Cliffe cachair

Excuses received by teachers via notes from home
From San Francisco Teacherl978

e Dear School: Please accuse John from being absent on January|28, 29,
30, 31, 32, and also 33.
e Please excuse Diane from being absent yesterday. She was in bed with
gramps.
e Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his father's fault.
May could not come to school because she was bothered by very close
veins.
John has been absent because he had two teeth taken off his face|
Please excuse Gloria. She has been under the doctor.
Lillian was absent from school because she had a going over.
My son has been under the doctor's care and should not take fizgcal ed.
Please execute him.

From the Internet
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Stoddard Wells Fieldtrip
Match 17i 18, 2001

he birth of a new day was still a little ways away. The stars still shown

and the first rays of dawn were only now beginning the faint shimmer-
ing in the eastern sky. This is how it begins as it has begun for so many eons
before, silently.

Only this beginning has not been still, all night pairs of light have been danc-
ing on the road below and with the
becoming a roar like a hungry beast.

Lights fading in and out, disappearing completely letting the darkness cover
the area, only to reappear chasing it away even only temporarily. All the
lights have turned off the main road, virtually in the same spot. They go up a
smaller road stop and go off and the roar is silenced. Peace and promise
return againéeé

The dawn is chasing the dark of night to the western horizon. Light from the

east is show on anything above the horizon as lavenders to deep reds
becoming orange and then yellows of all sorts. The first songs of the day

come emanating from the recesses still in the shadows. The light reveals
clouds that seem to be anchored to mountaintops and light lacey mists drift-
ing here and there.

As the day gets brighter and as the mist disappears to where mists disappear
to, the source of the dancing growling lights is revealed. There, below along

a small road leading to a shroud covered mountain is an odd gathering of
car s, trucks, trailers and RVOs. '
like the swallows returning to San Juan Capistrano each MafthQirfly

these are not birds, they ®@EOCKHOUNDS! They seem to migrate at this

spot below Stoddard Mountain as if some innate instinct drove them to it.
That i nnat e i nstlillnAkrockhound sawvap éndeh if YOG A T |
missed Quartzite, then here is where you want to be.

Youbl | guite possibly find everythi
Some one will have finished pieces of jewelry, polished flats of petrified
wood, tumbled stones, slabs and rough materials waiting for your
imagination and skill.

But there is a lot more to this place then the tailgate. There are various

(Continued on Page 9)

Stoddard Wells Fieldtrip
Pagel0
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Rockhounding on the Beaches of
Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties
By Richard Jioras

R ecently, rockhounds have been relating encounters with State Rangers
while collecting rocks and petrified whalebone on the beaches from
Gaviota to Ventura. The encounters have ranged from a total prohibition of
rock collecting to excluding the collection of petrified whale bone or fish
fossils.

In researching the problem, | contacted the California State Parks District
Channel Coast District in order to get a clear definition of what activities
rockhounds can undertake on State beaches and why we could not collect the
whalebone. | was told that the exclusion of collecting the petrified whalebone
was based on the U.S. Fish and Wildliflarine Mammals Protection Act
under code 16USC1371 and 1372.

Working with Rondi Robinson, Supervising Ranger at Carpinteria State
Beach, | was put in contact with Neil Mendelson of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
office in Long Beach. After | explained that the petrified whale bone was in
fact a rock and did not resemble present day marine mammal bones, Mr.
Mendelson stated that the petrified whale bone would not be restricted under
the Marine Mammal Protection Act and that collecting would be permitted.
This opinion was communicated to Rondi Robinson. Still protected are the
bones of present day marine mammals. If you see-tbeme them where
they lay.

| also talked with Richard Rojas, Superintendent of the Channel Coast Dis-
trict. Mr. Rojas was very helpful in showing me the California Administrative
Code, Title X1V, Div. 3, Chapter 1, section 430%eological Features. For
the benefit of all, I'll give an exact quote:

(A) "No person shall destroy, disturb, mutilate, or remove earth, sand, gravel,
oil, minerals, rocks, paleontological features, or features of caves."

(B) "Rockhounding may be permitted as defined in section 4301 (v)"
Section 4301 (v) reads:
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(V) "Rockhounding is defined as being the recreational gathering of stones
and minerals found occurring naturally on the undisturbed surface of
the land, including panning for gold in the natural watashed gravel
of streams."

To put this all in perspective, let me start by saying that the State rangers and
administrative staff are charged with protecting State resources for all, not
just rockhounds. Also, rockhounding only pertains to material in float or
beach tumbled material. Excavating material from beach sand or from the
sea cliffs is not permitted. If you have a find thajuéres excavation, in-
quire with the California Parks District Office for information about the pro-
cess. As stated in the State Administrative Code, rockhounding MAY be
permitted. IT IS NOT A RIGHT. Our ability to continue our hobby and
rockhound activities depends on how we conduct ourselves in the field. Take
what you need and leave the rest to be enjoyed by others. If we abuse the
privilege, we lose it.

If you have any further questions regarding the matter, please contact
Richard (Red) Jioras, Ventura Gem and Mineral Society or C.F.M.S. Public
Lands Advisory Committee. | can be reached at (805)7/84%!.

CFMS Newsletter 03/01

BEAR REPORT

In light of human- grizzly bear encounters, the Department of Fish|and
Game is advising outdoor adventurers to take extra precautions, such as
wearing noisy little bells on their clothing to warn bears they are coming,
and carrying pepper spray in case of an encounter with a bear.

It is also a good idea to watch for fresh signs of bear activity. Outdoorsmen
should know the difference between black bear and grizzly bear dung.| Black
bear scat is smaller and contains lots of berries and squirrel fur. Grizzly bear
dung has little bells in it and smells like pepper.

Mineral Memos 02/00, via Tumbler 01/01, via CFMS Newsletter 03/01
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THE VIEW FROM HERE
By Bob Stultz, CFMS President
CFEMS Newsletter, March 2001

Federation Competition. This has been one of the backbones of our
CFMS Shows and Conventions. We all enjoy the beautiful cases created
by members of our clubs and societies. One of the great people in our hobby,
Jessie Hardman, worked very hard to get people to go into competition. Jessie
was always willing to sit down and talk to you and help you create a beautiful
case. In her memory, | am challenging the members of the California
Federation to enter a competitive case this year. We have had around 50
entries in competition the last couple of years. If each club would get one new
person to go into competition, we would have well over 100 entries this year.
I'm not just talking about this to convince you to do something | wouldn't do,
and so | will put a case in competition myself. | challenge you to work with
me to achieve this goal of having 100 competitive cases entered in the 2001
Show at Paso Robles.

If there are any question you have as you are getting ready to go into
competition, feel free to contact any of the three members of the Rules
Committee. They will be more than happy to assist you in any way they can.
One of the most important things that has been pointed out to me in preparing
to compete is to get an AFMS Rules Book and read over the part that you are
considering for competition. Read it over two or three times. And don't forget,
there are Special Trophies given by manufacturers and societies for classes
that are not included in the AFMS Uniform Rules. Your Federation Director
should have the entry forms needed for competition. If you are having any
problems getting answers to your questions, contact me and | will put you in
touch with someone who can help you.

| hope many of you have circled your calendar for the dates of June 22, 23
and 24 this year. The Santa Lucia Rockhounds are working very hard to make
this Show a great success, so let's all support them and attend.

Bulletin Editors, | have a favor to ask you. Will you please print this
information on competition in your club bulletin. | need your help to reach the
membership. | hope a lot of you are planning to attend the Editors' Breakfast
in Paso Robles.

Bob
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Geneds Turtle Soudg

3 Ibs. turtle meat 3 Thsp. whole spices (tied in thin cloth
4 gts. water 2 lemons, sliced thin

3 Thsp. Flour 4 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce

2 Thsp. shortening 4 eggs, hard cooked

3 ribs celery, ground Salt and pepper to taste

3 onions, ground 1 Tbsp. Sherry per serving (optional)
6 pods garlic, ground Parsley (optional)

1 lg. green pepper, ground

Boil turtle meat in water until tender. Remove scum which forms

spoon. Make roux using shortening and flour. Add ground celery, @
garlic and bell pepper. Remove turtle meat from stock. Strain stock an
to roux. Bones may be removed from turtle meat. Add meat to stock
lemons, Worcestershire sauce, salt and pepper. Place bag of spices

Simmer for one hour. Add one tablespoon Sherry per serving shortly

serving, if desired. Garnish with sliced hard cooked eggs and parsley.

10-12.

Recipe by Gene Barnes} 0 + Year s and Pr&hbyteral

Rules Kids Won't Learn in School

Life is not fair. Get used to it.

N

with
nion,

1d add

. Add
in soup.
before
Serves

h Co

The real world won't care as much about your-ssiéem as your

school does. It'll expect you to accomplish something before you feel

good about yourself. This may come as a shock.

Sorry, you won't make $40,000 a year right out of high school.

If you think your teacher is tough, wait until you get a boss.
Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity.

It is not your parents' fault. If you screw up, YOU are responsible.

No gk w

Before you were born your parents weren't as boring as they are now.

They got that way paying your bills, cleaning up your room, and listen-

ing to you tell them how idealistic you are.

Life is not divided into semesters. You won't get summers off.
Smoking does not make you look cool. It makes you look like a m
and may kill you.

10. You are not immortal.

11. Your school may be outcortmsed. Life isn't.

12. Enjoy this while you can.

©

From the Internet
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March Birthstone

I\/I arch has two birthstones-- aquamarine and bloodstoneThe name
aquamarine was derived by the Romans, "aqua" meaning water and
"mare" meaning sea, because it looked like sea water. Aquamarines were be-
lieved to have originated from the jewel caskets of sirens, washed ashore from
the depths of the sea. They were considered sacred to Neptune, god of the sea
This association with the sea made it the sailors' gem, promising prosperous
and safe voyages as well as protection against perils and monsters of the sea.
Its first documented use was by the Greeks betweer8@8®BC. They wore
aguamarine amulets engraved with the god Poseidon on a chariot.

Aquamarines vary in color from deep blue to bfireen of different intensi-

ties, caused by traces of iron. Naturally occurring deep blue stones are the
most prized because they are rare and expensive. However, yellow beryl
stones can be heated to change them to blue aquamarines.

The aguamarine- also called the "poor man's diamond'is a form of the
mineral beryl that also includes other gemstones such as the emerald, morgan-
ite and heliodor. Beryl consists of four elements: beryllium, aluminum, silicon
and oxygen. Beryl occurs as free,-sided crystals in rock veins unaffected

by shock and weathering that otherwise destroys gem deposits. It is a relative-
ly hard gem, ranking after the diamond, sapphire, ruby, alexandrite and topaz.

The best commercial source of aquamarines is Brazil. High quality stones are
also found in Colombia, the Ural Mountains of Russia, the island of Mala-
gasy, and India. In the United States, Colorado, Maine and North Carolina are
the best sources.

Beginning in the Roman period, the aguamarine was believed to possess me-
dicinal and healing powers, curing ailments of the stomach, liver, jaws and
throat. During the Middle Ages, it was believed to be an effective antidote
against poison. Aguamarines were thought to be the source of power for
soothsayers, who called it the "magic mirror", and used it for telling fortunes
and answering questions about the future. It is said that Emperor Nero used it
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as an eyeglass 2,000 years ago, and much later, aquamarines were used as
glasses in Germany to correct shortsightedness. In fact, the German name for
eyeglasses today is "brille”, derived from the mineral beryl.

The second birthstone for March is the bloodstone. It's a favored material for
carving religious subjects, particularly the crucifixion. One particularly fa-
mous carving was done by the Italian Matteo del Nassaro around 1525. In
"The Descent from the Cross", the carving was carefully crafted so that spots
of red on the bloodstone represented the wounds of Christ and His drops of
blood. According to legend, bloodstone was believed to have formed during
the crucifixion of Christ. A Roman soldiguard thrust his spear into
Christ's side and drops of blood fell on some pieces of dark green jasper ly-
ing at the foot of the cross, and the bloodstone was created.

Bloodstone-- also known as heliotrope is a form of the abundant mineral
quartz. This particular form of quartz, known as cryptocrystaline quartz, ex-
ists as a mass of tiny quartz crystals formed together in large lumps that
show no external crystal form, yet each of the component crystals that make
up the mass is a genuine crystal. This quartz variety is also called chalcedo-
ny. Green chalcedony, spotted with flecks of red is known as bloodstone.
Bloodstone can be found embedded in rocks, or as pebbles in riverbeds. The
best sources of this stone are India, Brazil and Australia.

Babylonians used this stone to make seals and amulets, and it was also a
favorite with Roman gladiators. In the Middle ages, bloodstone was believed
to hold healing powers, particularly for stopping nosebleeds. Powdered and
mixed with honey and white of egg, it was believed to cure tumors and stop
all types of hemorrhage. Ancient alchemists used it to treat blood disorders,
including blood poisoning and stopping the flow of blood from a wound.
Bloodstone was also believed to draw out the poison of snakes.

By Marc Airhart, Deborah Byrd, Shireen Gonzaga, June, 1999
Courtesy of Earth & Sky Webpage
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Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Apr.

Apr.

.3-Mar. 4

.3-Mar. 4

. 10- Mar. 11

.17-Mar. 18

.31-Apr. 1

. 24- Mar. 25

. 24- Mar. 25

7-Apr. 8

7-Apr.8

CFMS Gem & Mineral Shows

ARCADIA T Monrovia Rockhounds, Inc., Los Angeles
County Arboretum, Ayres Hall, 301 North Baldwin Ave.
Hours: 91 4:30 both days

VENTURA i Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, Ventura
County Fairgrounds, Seaside Park, 10 West Harbor Blvd.
Hours: Sat. 95, Sun. 9 4

SAN MARINO i Pasadena Lapidary Society, San Ma-
rino Masonic Lodge, 3130 Huntington Drive
Hours: Sat. 10 6, Sun. 165

HAWTHORNE 1 Northrop Grumman Gem & Mineral
Club, 12329 Crenshaw Blvd., Gate 16
Hours: Sat. 10 6 PM, Sun. 16 5

LA HABRA i North Orange County Gem & Mineral
Society, La Habra Clubhouse, 200 Greenwood Street
Hours: 10i 5 PM both days

SAN DIEGO i San Diego Gem & Mineral Society, Al
Bahr Shrine, 5440 Kearny Mesa Road.
Hours: Sat. 10 6, Sun. 16 5

TORRANCE - South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society,
Torrance Recreation Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd.
Hours: Sat. 10 6, Sun. 16 5

BORON - Mojave Mineralogical Society, Inc., Boron

High School, MultiPurpose Room, Prospect Street
Hours: Sat. 96, Sun. 9 4

HACIENDA HEIGHTS - Puente Hills Gem & Mineral
Society, Steinmetz Park, 1545 S. Stimson Avenue
Hours: 10- 5 both days.

Vern Cliffe
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Editor: Jay Valle, 1421 Latchford Avenue, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
Home: (626) 938764; EMail: jvalle@agmd.gov

Bulletin exchangesare welcome and should be sent to the editor.

Affiliations

VARCTETTSEA Y

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
American Federation of Mineralogical Socicties
Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editors
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