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ROCKHOUNDER

The Prez Sez:

s | sit down to write this month?o:
April is a little kinder to all of us than March turned out to be. March
served up the AGood, the Bad, and th

Looking back, with reflections on t|
us attending th8toddard Wells Tailgateencountered filled that bill. If you

got up Saturday morning, looked out the window and said, not today, | think

I wi || pass, y Tailgatecright. | Akhought thosesof ug that r 6 s
ventured out to th&ailgate were treated to dark clouds and desert showers

that displayed nature in a wonderful show we seldom see, the rain broke the
backbone of the Tailgate.

The fABado of Ma rStoddard \WgilspTailgaedatuoday oh h e
Interstate 15, when fog engulfed the Cajon grade throughout portions of the
day. Several muktar accidents occurred on Saturday, at least once com-
pletely closing down the Interstate. So far | have only heard of close calls
and delays getting home, with MéGMS members involved in any of the
accidents. Hopefully all of our fellow rockhounders also were spectators
rather than participants with respect to the accidents.

Even though the Bad and Ugly gave several of us additional excitement and
variety, Good prevailed in March. The hars class that the club
sponsored at the Whittier Senior Center, working witihroic glass turned

out great. At our March General Membership meetilay, Valle was able

to report that we will be able to return to thittier Community Center

for our2003 Gem Show And finally, and of most significance at that meet-
ing, | was able to presertes Roy with Lifetime Membership in the
WGMS. WELL DESERVED!

Summarizing March, there were some challenges, new experiences, and a
presentation that really was not actually good,GREAT .

Read the rest of thRockhounderto find out what to expect fohpril and
beyond.

Thato6s it for now. Keep those gems
Art
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April Regular Meeting
Thursday, February 24 at 7:30 PM

Caverns video, if we can find it. The kgreen TV in the meeting hall
pretty awesome so it should be an experience.

We will also be holding our quarterly SILENT AUCTION. Please b
something to start the bidding for that auction action.

See you there!

James LaBorde

he April meeting of the WGMS$ wi
which one we will go with, yet, but we are hoping to show the Karchner

S

ring

March Meeting Notes

Our WGMS March General Meeting was well attended and interesting.

For the program, members were asked to bring a rock or other object that had

a special meaning to them, and to relate the story of why it

was

memorable. It was an enjoyable, relaxed program with plenty of audience

participation.

Les Roy was introduced as our newest member of the WGMS Lifetime
Membership roster. His tireless and valuable work on the behalf of our Club

has been and continues to be, outstanding and, we feel, worthy of this

honor.

Two new members were introduced at this meeting as well. Please add their

names and information to your WGMS Roster. Welcome!!

William & Yvonne Morton, and Sherry Hennig
14324 Chistine Drive, Apt. F
Whittier, CA 90605
(562) 6935221

Daryl Boomer
16133 Placid Drive
Whittier, CA 90604

(562) 9477084

Pages



The Rockhounder April 2003

ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg

On a sadder note, it is my duty to report the loss of two friends.

: Walt Abramson passed awajarch 22 and his memorial service was
held March 29 in his home town of Vista, CBill Burns spoke at the
. service and has written an article about Walt (see page 6).

: The other friend i®at Maggs Pat is a former member who was active in

: the WGMS for many years. | particularly remember his unique sense of
. humor. | also remember him on many fun field trips and his enthusiasm for

: our hobby. I know | am not alone in feeling saddened by his passing. :

.

ces e

If you wish to send a sympathy card to the families, the addresses to mail
your letters are:

ececcecscccee

The Abramson Family The Maggs Family
1410 Lombard St. 451 Euclid Ave. Apt. A
: Vista, CA 920843867 La Habra, CA 90631

---------------------------------------------------------------

One Sunday Morning
ne Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex was staring up at the
large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church. It was covered with
names, and small American flags were mounted on either side of it.
The severyearold had been staring at the plaque for some time,
so the pastor walked up, stood beside the little boy, and said quietly,
"Good morning, Alex."

"Good morning, Pastor,” replied the young man, still focused on the
plaque."Pastor, what is that?"

"Well, son, it's a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the
service."

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.
Little Alex's voice was barely audible, trembling with fear, when he asked,

"Which service-the 9:45 or the 11:15?"

Submitted by LaVera Valle
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A Tribute to Walt Abramson, by Bill Burns
AOver fifty years of en
July 31, 1912 to March 22, 2003

W alt hails from Iron River, Michigan where his father was a skge-
maker, and later worked in the Iron mines as a timber boss
sometimes talked about his school days where he learned to spea
lish. Walt froze his hands, when he was just six years of age, but de
good doctor, his hands were saved.

Walt completed his education in Michigan with a BA Degree
Northern Michigan University. He taught school in Brimely, Michiga

wherethe 2 46s were mass produced,
He later moved to Los Angles to teach for Western Airlines. The
returned to elementary teaching and taught in the Whittier area=iSan
Francisco, Hemet, and Crestline.

When he was in Whittier, he took some trips to the desert and in
love with rock collecting. He took an Adult class in geology andmet
some rockhounds that were interested in starting a clubVtndier

Gem & Mineral Society. He joined several clubs through his years &5 a

rockhound;Hemet Rock Club, Orange Belt Mineral Society, Vista
Gem & Mineral Society, San Diego Lapidary Society andOrange

ada, Alaska, Australia (he and Joan spent two years in Audralia), the
Scandinavian Countries, etc. Walt shared his finds by displayitg at
shows and meetings.

Walt is survived by his wife, Joan, a son, John, and-daeghter;
Kathy, and many friends and fellow rockhounds.

0 0 0 0 gt 0 1 0 g ]
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The Happy Rockhound
By Joan Abramson

We cannot take our riches when we-go
The gems we prized so highly stay behind,
The rocks we dug with patience here below,

The crystals that we labored so to find.

You shared them for a little while, Lord,
And placed them for safe keeping in these lands.
Abundantly you gave of bounty stored,
Beauty eveiflowing from your hands.

And now one comes to you who loved these stones
And always, as he worked, gave you the praise,
Knowing that these treasures were but loans
To make complete his happy rockhound days.

On earth he knew your constant, guiding love
And felt you'd honored him when he could see
The glories here reflecting those above
Where man's once tethered spirit is set free.

Past infinite horizons let him roam
He was not meant to lie at quiet rest.
We miss him here, but you have called him home,
A man who reached the heights and found the best.
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Castle Butte Fieldtrip
APRIL 26 - 27

Would you like to go to a place in the desert that is like a time
machine? A place of wonder without having to go down under. A
place where volcanoes once roared and shook the earth, now silent. Time,
wind and rain have taken their toll.

No longer does smoke and cinder spew from their throats. The once proud
and feared cone has been worn away
make it out before freezing and becoming solid. But it is a silent testimony to
the power that once coursed through
di e, but, go dormant , |l ets just hop
the time. The water as it clawed and wore away the sides also
exposed for us the treasures that formed so long ago and created others as
well.

It is somewhat of a detective story, as somewhere out there is an area of very
fine California Bloodstone, but no
l ooking and when we find it, wedl |
With a little scouting we could find petrified palm and quartz crystals and
who knows what else.

Potluck will be at 5:00ish, depending on when we get back from collecting in
the field. Bring firewood for a campfire weather permitting.

I f Castle Butte isnét enough, not f
areas in between them. Who knows you may be the person to find a
Kimberlite tube with a crystal form that is extremely hard. Anyway it should

be a fun trip none the less.

Directions: If going west from the LA Basin take the 210 Fwy west to the
5 Fwy interchange. Take the 14 Fwy all the way to Mojave, go through town
and take Hwy 58 east. Get off at Clay Mine Rd., head north and follow the
signs to camp.

If going east from the LA Basin, take the 10 Fwy east to the 15 Fwy north.
Then take Hwy 395 north to Four Corners (Kramer Junction) turn west (left
turn) on Hwy 58 toward Mojave. Get off at Clay Mine Road follow the signs

to camp.

The Memorial Day weekend trip is going to be to Opal Mountain, May 24th,
25th & 26th, 2003. So plan accordingly.
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Still somewhere in California
Joe Goetz

For the rest of the year: Junei day trips
July - gold panning
Augusti open
Septemberi San Bernardino Mtns. (Aug. 30th,
31st and Sept. 1st)
Octoberi WGMS Claim (week after WGMS
Show)

Novemberi Wi | | i es & Wel | (t hank

weekend the 27th thru 30th)
Decemberi Merry Christmas

Stoddard Wells Tailgate Report
March 15, 2003

Kathy Valle, Lee Valle and | left for the Stoddard Wells Tailgate in

several major accidents, including a big one in the Cajon Pass which
[-15 behind us for a time.

and taking off, includingJason Badgley a frequent WGMS/PLS fiel
tripper. Many of the dealers toughed it out, though, and there was a

made it easier to see what they were selling.

Sandie & Tony FenderandBill & Isabella Burns were already set up a
selling their various wares. | understand that other WGMSers, sudhbriag
& Sylvia Cliffe and Art Ragazzi, were there as well but we missed th
due to the rain.

Lee and | decided to brave the storm and so we climbed up to the
antique and the black jade diggings. We ended up soaked for the res
afternoon but still collected some nice rock. After a potluck in Tony|
Sandi eds motorhome, we had cl eaft

JVvalle

Paged

a

driving and blinding rain. On the way, we ran into fog and narrowly avoided

closed

The rain briefly stopped about t he
with renewed fury. As we arrived, a number of tailgaters were packing it in

d
lot of

excellent deals on lapidary rough and slabs. For those dealers, the rain just
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Time Test
(Time Limit: 3 minutes)

( :an You Follow Directions?

©oNo G ~wWwDNRE

e ol
agkrwbdbE o

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

Read everything before doing anything.

Put your name in the upper right hand corner of this paper.

Circle the "name" in sentence two.

Draw five small squares in the upper left hand corner of this page.
Put an "x" in each square.

Put a circle around each square.

Sign your name under the title of the test.

After the title write "yes, yes, yes".

Put a circle around each word in sentence number seven.

Put an "x" in the lower left hand corner of this page.

Draw a triangle around the "x" you just put down.

On the next page, multiply 703 by 307.

Draw a triangle around the word "paper" in sentence number four.
Call out your first name when you get to this point in the test.

If you think you have followed directions up to this point, call out "
have".

On the next page add 8950 and 9805.

Put a circle around your answer. Put a square around the circle.
Count out loud in your normal speaking voice from 10 to 1 backward.
Draw a simple sketch of your pet on the next page.

Punch three small holes in the top of this bulletin.

Put a square around each hole.

Underline all even numbers written as figures on this side of the page.
Put a square around every number which is written out on the page.
Say out loud "I am nearly finished. | have followed directions.”

Now that you have finished reading carefully, do only sentences one
and two.

Submitted by Flo Piechota, original source unknown.
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Instant "Buzzword" Generator

T echnology has created a new type of jargon that is nearly as

incomprehensible as it is sophisticated. We recently came across an
unusual technique, called an Instant "Buzzword" Generator, which will help

you master this jargon. With it, you can generate an almost endless variety of
intelligentsounding technical terms.

The technique is easy to use. Merely select a digit from each of the three
columns on the reverse of this card, and combine the words opposite each
number into your own technical jargon. For example, select "3", "9", and "0"
and you generate: "parallel policy options,” an expression bound to
command instant respecand confusion!

COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3

0. integrated 0. management 0. options

1. total 1. organizational 1. flexibility

2. systematized 2. monitored 2. capability
3. parallel 3. reciprocal 3. mobility

4. functional 4. digital 4. programming
5. responsive 5. logic 5. concept

6. optical 6. transitional 6. timephase
7. synchronized 7. incremental 7. projection
8. compatible 8. thirdgeneration 8. hardware

9. balanced 9. policy 9. contingency

MORAL: Watch your language

Honeywell Electronic Data Processing.
From Ed Piechota's collection
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Dolores Wheeler Ugly Rocks

L ast Saturday, March 29, it was our pleasure to be able to takeSarnhe
Diego Miner al & Gem SocatteeflBdhs An |
Shrine in San Diego. It was well worth the visit. The Show was divided be-
tween two floors, with the dealers below and the Club displays,
demonstrations and activities up on the 2nd floor.

There was a nice selection of dealers, many who we knew from other shows,
including our own (we see some of the dealers so frequently that we consider
them friends). We stopped and chatted vidin and Sheri Georgeat the
Walbloom tables, and talked Ocean Jasper with another dealer from whom
we have bought way too much material. As usual, | got into trouble looking
at the lapidary rough and slabs as | roamed around the Show.

The real treat was the upstairs room with the demonstrations and displays.
All four walls were lined with cases filled with lapidary treasures (we did
notice one case which had a chunk of rock labeled Petoskey Stone,
Minnesota. | have been to a small town in Michigan and collected the
petrified coral along the beaches there, but not yet in Minnesota.)

We discovered a case on the north wall which contained a collection of rocks
whi ch had been, um . . . wel | fi
unique rocks which had been tastefully laid out, each with its own unique

name and identity, iBolores Wheeler

Dolores Wheeler is the Graphic Artist responsible for the cover, and
especially the Page drawings which can be found in the middle of each
issue of the San Diego Club Bulletithe Pegmatite edited byAnne
Schafer. As editor of the WGMS newsletter, | receiken n éudletin and so

have enjoyedD o | o reetartdining drawings for quite a while (I
occasionally see them reproduced in other bulletins, hopefully with
permission). According tédnne, Doloresis thefi Ch a mp i o n-Priaef Fi
Ugl y Ra théirsamnual BBQ contest. You can see why she wins from
the pictures which | have printed here and on the cover, for your viewing
pleasure and with permission from Dolores Wheeler.

JValle
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