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November 21 at 7:30 PM 
 

“Bill Mann's Guide to  

50 Interesting and Mysterious Sites in the Mojave” 

One Lone Flower in the Deserté 

(Seen on the WGMS Club Claim Trip last weekend) 
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ROCKHOUNDER 
The Prez Sez: 

I  want to greet everyone this month with a big Thank You and Well Done.  Once again, our small by some standards, but mighty 

club, put on another annual show for which you can all be proud.  

While everyone that helped at the show deserves an ñatta boyò, I 

want to especially thank Marcia for her tireless effort  

before and during the show as Show Chairperson that contributed so 

much to our Showôs success.  

 

It was wonderful to see so many of you step forward to help when-

ever, and however, you were needed.  You were there on Friday as 

we prepared for the show, during the two days of the show and espe-

cially during the show takedown Sunday evening.   

 

I and the rest of you that knew Larry Rice where working through 

the week-end with the knowledge that we had just lost him.  I  

myself felt that he was there with us in spirit as much as he had been 

physically present and pitching in during better times.   

Because of the timing, I almost felt like the show represented a trib-

ute to him. 

 

While you may or may not receive this edition of the  

ROCKHOUNDER before the annual trip to the club claim,  

Ginger and I hope to see many of you when we will be out on Satur-

day.  Even more satisfying than seeing many of you old  

timers, would be to see some of the new members we recruited dur-

ing the show.  I hope that new members reading this will  

realize that the friendliness exhibited during the show extends not 

only during our meetings and other activities, but also throughout 

the month.  If as a new member you have any questions about the 

club or an activity, call anyone on the Board at their phone  

number found on the inside front page of the ROCKHOUNDER. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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WGMS General Meeting 
 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 
 

at 7:30 PM 
 

"Bill Mann's Guide to 50 Interesting and Mysterious 

Sites in the Mojave” 
 

B ack in 2000, Bill Mann published a collection of weird and won-derful places rarely seen by visitors to the Mojave Desert. He in-

cluded references and GPS readings that are easily followed and always 

led to someplace you had more than likely not even known existed. A 

group of rockhound adventurers spent one entire Christmas Vacation 

visiting as many of the sites as they could. It was great fun exploring 

with Tony & Sandie Fender and speculating on what some of these odd 

places actually represent.  

 

That said, Tony & Sandie Fender will be highlighting several of these 

mysterious locations at our November program, "Bill Mann's Guide 

to 50 Interesting and Mysterious Sites in the Mojave”. It promises to 

be fun and informative (and may make you want to get out and visit a 

couple). 

Marcia Goetz 

 

Returning to a discussion of the show, you should know that the 

Board will be reviewing how the show went during our next Board 

meeting.  The Board and I would be happy to hear from any club 

member who has observations about how the show went, what we 

might change, add, or subtract, etc., for next year.  Please share any 

such thoughts with anyone on the Board. 

 

Thatôs it for now.  Looking forward to seeing you around the camp-

fire. 

ART 

The Prez Sez 
(Continued from page 3) 
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Rockgabbers 

November 17 at 1 PM 

 

ñThe Waveò Bracelet 

 

T he project for this month is to complete the Wave bracelet that was started last month. If you didnôt start the project last month, 

you are still welcome to come and start the bracelet. The links can be 

connected together with either round links or oval links, your choice. 

The date is November 17th and the location is Tony and Sandieôs 

home, and you should be able to complete the bracelet during the 

class. 

 

The skills learned will be soldering, working with a jig and  

planishing. I used 18 gauge sterling silver for the bracelet which, 

when hammered, makes for nice rigid links. You will need about 4 

feet of round wire to make a 10 link bracelet. 

 

You will also need a clasp of your choice. 

 

As usual we will conclude the workshop with a potluck dinner. 

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you at Rockgabbers. 

  

Tony and Sandie Fender 

(626) 798-3913 
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A Collector’s Chemical Conundrum 
 

I t was whilst sitting at work the other day (staring out of the window in the vain hope that something wonderful would walk past) that I started to mull 

over the coincidence that allowed different mineral names to be interpreted in 

different ways. For example - ñI lead her onto the dance floorò. I cogitated 

further and came to the conclusion that a short narrative might be written  

utilizing the disparate mineral names. Then I thought (at this point a burning 

smell was beginning to permeate the room and steam was in heavy evidence) 

what if the piece were written using the chemical symbols, rather than the 

words, in order that, not only could members test their knowledge of mineral 

composition, they could also prove that they donôt just look at the pictures. It 

was a small mental hop (well it was if youôve got the sort of mind I have) from 

conception to production and so, spurred into feverish mental activity, (see, 

now Iôm a feverish mental with a military fetish) I have produced the  

following. I hope that it will provide some small diversion and offer my  

sincerest apologies in advance. 

 

I knew it was going to be a bad day when the summons came through the door. 

My scheming ex-wife Be3Al2Si6O18 was applying to get her Sb payments 

increased again. ñWellò I thought ñ(MgFe)7(SiO4)3(F,OH)2 have a fancy  

lawyer, but BaCo3 contacts I can drag this through the SiO2for monthsò.  

Tossing the letter aside, I turned my thoughts to more pleasant matters. Bi2S3 I 

was meeting my old girl friend Al2O. She had just given birth to her second 

daughter and had decided to call the PbS. She was definitely a Ca Mg(CO3)2 

consider dating once more. I hastened to the bus stop where I boarded the same 

bus I (Mn+2, Fe+2, Mg, Ca) SiO3 after night to kill the time only, in this  

instance, I had a real Ca5 (PO4)3 (F,Cl,OH) for the journey. We met under the 

Pt coloured clock which is HgS in the west end called The Mg(OH)2. NaCl 

coloured hair shone Au under the bar lights and I thought ñwhy is it I Na Ca2 

Al5 Si13 O36 . 14H2O my tongue yet know that Na Ca B5 O6 (OH)6 5H2O 

me just by your presence ?ò I realized I had to play it cool as I had Ca (Uo2)2 

(PO4)2.10-12H2O to make my move. ñHiò I said casually ñhowôs it going ?ò 

ñWell to tell you the truthò she replied ñit was (Zn Mn+2, Fe+2) (Fe+3, Mn+3)

2 O4 marish to begin with, but lately itôs been a case of S so good. How about 

you ?ò she asked ñIôve Zn2 As O4 (OH) of trouble with my ex again but, with 

any luck, if I can Be Al2 O4 feels guilty I can be in and out of the SiO2 faster 

than a Fe Cr2 O4 ñ I replied heavily. ñHow do you feel about this summons 

businessò she asked in Ag tones. ñZn5 (CO3)2 (OH)6 feelò I said ñitôs her 

money Fe S2ò ñnever mindò she soothed ñIôm sure that youôve been to Fe CO3 

people Ti O2 wonôt seem so heavy on your hands much longer.ò I Pb her to a 

table and we sat down and ordered drinks. Whilst we waited on their arrival, I 

took the opportunity to check out the bar. Down at the far end sat nick, an  
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ex - Cu, and next to him was the local drunk whose prodigious, but finite,  

capacity for lager had earned him the nickname "Old (Cu Fe)12 As4 S13. I 

wondered if I should As for some advice but decided that nick, Cu3 (CO3)2 

(OH)2 hand man, was no great shakes. Al2 O3 sighed a deep sigh and, looking 

across at me intently, asked ñcan I confide in you ?ò ñof course you can  

Si O2.nH2O of mineò I replied in what I hope was a cheerful way ñwhatôs 

up ?ò ñItôs my husbandò she confessed ñhe doesnôt seem to mean As2S3 to me 

before. I mean, you know somethingôs wrong when UO2 club and you start 

eyeing up other people.ò ñCa2B5SiO9(OH)5 you areò I responded ñbut that 

way unhappiness lies, until you find yourself in a (Co Ni)As2-3 hole of  

depressionò. ñYouôre absolutely right,ò she said briskly ñwhy canôt we just 

stop all this nonsense once and for allò. 

 

So I think I will. 

 

Andrew Coster ï Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary Soc. (UK) 

Because you all are my friends I will put the key on this same page. Maxine 

A collectors chemical 

conundrum key 
 

¶ Be3 Al2 Si6 O18 = Beryl 

¶ Sb = Antimony 

¶ (Mg Fe)7(SiO4)3(F,OH)2 = Humite 

¶ BaCO3 = witherite 

¶ SiO2 = Quartz 

¶ Bi2S3 = Bismuthinite 

¶ Al2O3 = Ruby 

¶ PbS = Galena 

¶ Ca Mg (CO3)2 = Dolomite 

¶ (Mn+2,Fe+2,MgCa)Si O3 = Rhodonite 

¶ Ca5(PO4)3(F,Cl,OH) = Apatite 

¶ Pt = Platinum 

¶ HgS = Cinnabar 

¶ Mg(OH)2 = Brewsite 

¶ NaCl = Halite 

¶ Au = Gold 

¶ Na Ca2 Al5 Si13 O36.14H2O = Stilbite 

¶ Na Ca B5 O6 (OH)6 5H2O = Ulexite 

¶ Ca (UO2)2 (PO4)2.10-12 H2O = Autinite 

 

¶ (Zn Mn+2,Fe+2)(Fe+3Mn+3)2O4 = 

Franklinite 

¶ S = Sulphur 

¶ Zn2 As O4 (OH) = Adamite 

¶ Be Al2 O4 = Crysoberyl 

¶ Fe Cr2 O4 = Chromite 

¶ Ag = Silver 

¶ Zn5 (CO3)2 (OH)6 = Hydrozincite 

¶ Fe S2 = Pyrite 

¶ Fe CO3 = Siderite 

¶ Ti O2 = Anatase 

¶ Pb = Lead 

¶ Cu = Copper 

¶ (Cu Fe)12 As4 S13 = Tenantite 

¶ Cu3 (CO3)2 (OH)2 = Azurite 

¶ Si O2.nH2O = Opal 

¶ As2 S3 = Orpiment 

¶ UO2 = Uraninite 

¶ Ca2B5SiO9(OH)5 = Howlite 

¶ (Co Ni) AS2-3 = Smaltite 

 

Via "EL Gambrisino" 10/10 
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Field Trip to the Cady Mountains 
November 28 to December 1, 2013 

 

MATERIAL TO COLLECT - Red and yellow agate, jasper, plume 

and sagenite, opalite, calcite rhombs, chalcedony roses, amygdules, 

green fluorite, onyx and much more. 

 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE ï Every year a group of campers goes out 

early and celebrates Thanksgiving in the desert. (If you wish to enjoy 

Thanksgiving with out on the desert you should call Joe Goetz to see 

whoôs going and what the arrangements are.) Starting on Friday a group 

will be leaving camp at around 8 a.m. and caravan to a different area to 

collecting area. There will be a potluck on Friday & Saturday evenings 

at around 5 p.m. 

 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP SITE ï Take the I-15 Freeway East past 

Barstow for about 35 miles and exit at Afton Road. Take the off ramp to 

the right and follow the signs to our camp site area. The road to the 

camping site is okay for 2-wheel drive cars, trailers & motor homes. We 

will be camping at the group camp area on the flats overlooking the 

main BLM Campground (watch for the W/PLS signs). 

 

VEHICLE - 4-wheel drive vehicles are necessary from camp to collect-

ing areas. The desert road is sandy and in some areas may have large 

rocks in it. Itôs usually possible to ride along with someone in a 4x4 but 

no guarantees. 

 

CAMP & FACILITIES - This will be dry camping, no water, no picnic  

tables, no toilets, and no firewood to be gathered (note: the main Afton 

Canyon Campground has pit toilets, about 1/10 mile further up the 

road). 

 

TOOLS - Collecting bags, rock hammer, eye protection, flashlights, 

spray water bottle, and a camp chair (to sit in at night around the fire.) 

 

SAFETY CONCERNS - Do not lick the rocks, use sun screen, stay 

away from rattlesnakes, use bug spray, be aware of flash floods, be extra 

careful and don't get lost. 

 

CLIMATE & WEATHER - It can be hot during the day and cold at 
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night, it could rain. 

 

CLOTHING - Appropriate for this time of the year.  

 

OTHER REMARKS - All club members and their guests are welcome 

to join us. Come for the day or camp out for the weekend. Bring food, 

lots of water, a camera and firewood for the campfire at night. If you 

need a motel or supplies they are available in Baker or Barstow. Don't 

forget we will have a potluck on Friday & Saturday night, so bring a 

dish to share and your own place settings. Each night after dark we will 

have a campfire (Mother Nature permitting) where we can all join  

together and have a good time roasting marshmallows, telling jokes or 

just talking about the good OLE times. 

 

Call Joe if you intend to come on this field trip as the camp location may 

be changed. 

 

You must observe the AFMS code of ethics (see page 13) and sign a 

consent and assumption of risk waiver of liability form.  

 

See you there. 

 

For additional information: call Joe Goetz at (626) 914-5030. 
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 An invitation for the members and friends of the  

Whittier Gem & Mineral Society  

to attend an open house at  

Jewel Tunnel Imports  

Saturday November 16, 2013 - 10 AM to 4PM 

 13100 Spring St., Baldwin Park, CA 91706, 626-814-2257  

Map also available at jeweltunnel.com  

 

NOTE: Starving students and other will be fed and unattended 

children sold off as slaves.  

 

J ewel Tunnel Imports is a leading wholesale distributor of  

mineral specimens, crystals, fossils, tumbled stones and many 

different kinds of lapidary items like balls, eggs, jewelry etc. 

made from different minerals. We have a warehouse in excess of 

10,000 sq. feet full of mineral related natural history items,  

perhaps the largest of its kind in the United States. This year we 

will have a special treat. We are selling the Robert Trimingham 

collection that has thousands of specimens, each with a very  

detailed label and many at $5 and less.  

 

Historically Jewel Tunnel Imports has had limited open house 

parties for mineralogically and geologically oriented groups such 

as the students and faculty of various university geology  

departments and members of certain gem and mineral societies. 

These open houses, by invitation only, on a few weekends just 

proceeding Christmas, offer a chance for individuals belonging to 

these groups to buy minerals and crystals at wholesale prices and 

to learn something about the wholesale gem and mineral business.  

 

Jewel Tunnel Imports is a wholesale only warehouse and this  

invitation is only for the date of the open house. If you wish to 

return during the year to purchase items you will need to obtain 

your own resale permit from the California State Board of  

Equalization. 9% sales tax will be charged. All sales are final and 

unattended children will be sold as slaves.  
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Directions to Jewel Tunnel Import’s warehouse. 
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In Memory of Larry Rice 

February 1945 to October 2013 
 

On October 13 our friend Larry Rice lost his battle with Leukemia.  

Larry and Vivian (his wife of 25 years) were active members of the 

WGMS but he was much more than that. Larry was a family man, an  

enthusiastic rockhound, a life-long member of his church and one of the 

nicest people I have ever met. He was always willing to help out and 

had a curiosity about everything. His quiet humor and good nature will 

be missed. 

 

Larry was born in 1945 and was the eldest of three. Though he grew up 

here, he told stories about spending summers in Missouri where he  

collected arrowheads. Higher education was pursued at Santa Monica  

College after which he spent 2 years in the Army, serving at the  

Panama Canal Zone. When we met Larry he was a Food Manager at a 

local market.  

 

25 years ago, Larry met Vivian at work and they found they had many 

things in common including a love of horses. (Larry was a lifelong fan 

of John Wayne but it is not clear whether Vivian shared his apprecia-

tion of the Duke). They were married soon after. They kept horses and 

enjoyed riding. Larry is remembered by his family as a man who loved 

to tell stories of his experiences while growing up or repeating his  

favorite jokes. He was a good carpenter and liked to get involved. He 

was always there for his friends and neighbors. Larry's church was a big 

part of his life and he was baptized at 10 or 11 years old.. He loved to 

sing and knew the hymns by heart. He was a Bible teacher and taught 

the Adventurer's class.  

 

Everyone approaches our hobby with different expectations. Larry 

brought enthusiasm, curiosity and a quick mind to the problems of the 

lapidary arts. He and Vivian were field trippers and seemed to enjoy 

being around us (go figure). He purchased equipment and learned the 

skills of cabochon and jewelry making. And he did it all with his usual 

unshakeable good humor and positive outlook.  

 

Larry is survived by his wife Vivian, 3 children, 1 sister and  

6 grand-children. 
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AFMS Code of Ethics 
 

¶ Because CFMS is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogi-

cal Societies, our members observe the following principles: 

¶ I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on 

privately owned land without permission from the owner. 

¶ I will keep informed on all laws, regulations and rules governing collect-

ing on private lands and will observe them. 

¶ I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on 

which I plan to collect. 

¶ I will use no firearms or blasting materials in collecting areas. 

¶ I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind, such as fences, 

signs, buildings, etc. 

¶ I will leave all gates as found. 

¶ I will build fires only in designated or safe places and will be certain they 

are completely extinguished before leaving the area. 

¶ I will discard no burning materials - - matches, cigarettes, etc. 

¶ I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock. 

¶ I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies. 

¶ I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home 

only what I can reasonably use. 

¶ I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the ma-

terials I have collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and 

benefit of others. 

¶ I will support the Rockhound Project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter 

Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of 

how found. 

¶ I will cooperate with Field Trip Leaders and those in designated authority 

in all collecting areas. 

¶ I will report to my Club or Federation Officers, Bureau of Land Manage-

ment, or other proper authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other 

material on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of 

future generations and for public educational and scientific purposes. 

¶ I will appreciate and protect our heritage of Natural Resources. 

¶ I will observe the "Golden Rule", will use Good Outdoor Manners and 

will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature 

and Public Image of Rockhounds everywhere.  
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Upcoming CFMS Gem Shows 

 
Nov 16-17  OXNARD, CA. Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society  

 Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 164 Seaspray Way  

 Hours: Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4  

 Website: www.oxnardgem.com  

 

Feb 15-24  INDIO, CA. San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society 

 Riverside County Fair & National Date Festival  

 46350 Arabia Street  

 Hours: 10 - 10 daily  

 Email: bert67@verizon.net  

 

Mar 1-2  ARCADIA, CA. Monrovia Rockhounds  

 Los Angeles Arboretum & Botanic Gardens  

 301 Baldwin Avenue  

 Hours: 9:00 - 4:30 daily  

 Website: www.Moroks.com  

 

Mar 1-2  VENTURA, CA. Ventura Gem & Mineral Society  

 Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 W. Harbor Blvd.  

 Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4  

 Website: www.vgms.org  

 

Mar 8-9  SAN MARINO, CA. Pasadena Lapidary Society  

 San Marino Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington Drive  

 Hours: Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 5  

 Email: joenmar1@verizon.net  

 

Apr 26-27  THOUSAND OAKS, CA. Conejo Gem & Mineral Club  

 Borchard Park Community Center  

 190 Reino Road (at Borchard Rd.)  

 Hours: 10 - 5 daily  

 Website: www.cgamc.org  

 

May 3-4  PASO ROBLES, CA. Santa Lucia Rockhounds  

 Pioneer Park & Museum, 2010 Riverside Avenue  

 Hours: 9 - 5 daily  

 Website: www.slrockhounds.org  

http://www.oxnardgem.com
MAILTO:bert67@verizon.net
http://www.moroks.com
http://www.vgms.org
mailto:joenmar1@verizon.net
http://www.cgamc.org
http://www.slrockhounds.org/
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Editor: Jay Valle, 1421 Latchford Avenue, Hacienda Heights, CA  91745 

 Home: (626) 934-9764; E-Mail: wrongwaybart@yahoo.com 

 

Bulletin exchanges: are welcome and requests should be sent to the editor. 

WGMS MEETING LOCATION!  

Whittier Community Center 

7630 Washington Ave. Whittier 
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Date: November 21, 2013 at 7:30 PM 

Location: See page 4 & 15 for info 


