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Christmas Party & Installation Dinner 

Thursday, December 17 at 6:30 PM 

Location: (See page 4 for information) 

A view across the Mighty Mojave River as seen from  

Afton Canyon Campground 
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ROCKHOUNDER 
The Prez Sez:  

W here has the time gone? It seems like last week that I was Installed as President of Whittier Gem & Mineral. At our 

dinner party the new President and board will be installed. I'll just 

be another former President and ready to support the new  

President and board. There will be lots of challenges ahead and 

they'll be resolved as I have done and others have done before 

me. It is my hope that we'll grow as a club and become stronger 

than we are. 

 

So Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 

Joe Goetz 

Fi
el
d 
Tr
ip
s

 

Rockgabbers
 

M
e
e
t
i
n
g
s

 

P
r
o
g
r
a
m
s

 



Page 4 

The Rockhounder                                                  December 2015  

WGMS General Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 6:30 PM 
 

ñChristmas Party & Installation Dinner ò 
 

C ome one and all for the WGMS annual Christmas party. This year will include an installation of new officers. Bring 

a potluck dish, an item for the gift exchange ($5-$10), service for 

yourselves (plates, napkins, plastic ware, glasses and something 

to drink). The gift exchange item should be marked either for 

man, woman, or either. Joe and Marcia will bring the main meat 

service, so we will need vegetables, salads and deserts.  

 

We will hold the party at the Whittier Jr Woman's Club 

house at 14148 E. 2nd and California in Whittier 

Marcia 

Rockgabbers 

December 6 at 1pm 

Tony and Sandieôs home 
 

O ctober’s Rockgabbers was a great success, with everyone trying their hand at making a diamond shape earrings or 

necklace. 

 

Due to the CFMS meeting in Visalia; Rockgabbers is suspended 

for November. 

 

Rockgabbers for December will be Sunday, Dec. 6 starting at  

1 pm. Our project will be your choice of four different bracelets 

that Sandie demonstrated at the show.  They use the Super duo 

beads that we used when making the flower bracelet.  Supply lists 

will be available at the November meeting. 

 

As usual we will end with a potluck. 
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Dues Are Due! 
 

I t only seems a year ago that we were reminding you that your WGMS DUES ARE DUE and here it is that time again. As 

always, if you have already paid for 2016 or joined the Club at 

our October Show, you do not need to pay again. 

 

The Dues Schedule is as follows: 

 

Single Adults - $15.00 

Married Couple - 25.00 

Juniors (under 18) - $5.00 each 

Students (18 or over, in college) - no charge 

 

Thank you for your continued support for our club. 

Rockgabbers for 2016 
 

F or 2016 we are going to try to have set dates for  

Rockgabbers. Here are the dates: 
 

¶ Jan.  ------- Dark (no meeting) 
¶ Feb. 6  ---- 1st Saturday 
¶ Mar 5  ---- 1St Saturday 
¶ Apr 2 ----- 1st Saturday 
¶ May 7  ---- 1st Saturday 
¶ June 4  ---- 1st Saturday 
¶ Oct 1  ----- 1st Saturday 
¶ Nov  ------ Dark (no meeting) 
¶ Dec 3  ---- 1st Saturday 
 

Note the pattern here? We would appreciate anyone teaching a 

class.  Pick a topic and teach. 

 
Remember we meet at 1 pm. And a potluck at about 5 pm. 
 

Tony and Sandie  
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Jewel Tunnel  Opportunity 
Saturday December 12, 2015 - 10 AM to 4PM 

13100 Spring St., Baldwin Park, CA 91706, 626-814-2257  

(Map available at jeweltunnel.com) 

 

T his is an invitation for the members and friends of the Whittier Gem and Mineral Society to attend an open-

house at  Jewel Tunnel Imports on Saturday December 12, 

2015. 

 

Starving students and other will be fed. Unattended children will 

be sold as slaves.  

 

Jewel Tunnel Imports is a leading wholesale distributor of  

mineral specimens, crystals, fossils, tumbled stones and many 

different kinds of lapidary items like balls, eggs, jewelry etc. 

made from different minerals. We have a warehouse in excess of 

10,000 sq. feet full of mineral related natural history items,  

perhaps the largest of its kind in the United States. Check out our 

website jeweltunnel.com.  

 

Historically Jewel Tunnel Imports has had limited open house 

parties for mineralogically and geologically oriented groups such 

as the students and faculty of various university geology  

departments and members of certain gem and mineral societies. 

These open houses, by invitation only, on a few weekends just 

proceeding Christmas, offer a chance for individuals belonging to 

these groups to buy minerals and crystals at wholesale prices and 

to learn something about the wholesale gem and mineral business.  

 

Jewel Tunnel Imports is a wholesale only warehouse and this  

invitation is only for the date of the open house. If you wish to 

return during the year to purchase items you will need to obtain 

your own resale permit from the California State Board of Equali-

zation. The 9% sales tax will be charged. All sales are final. 
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Directions to Jewel Tunnel Importôs warehouse. 
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Rockhounding Clues and Tips 
By C. E. Johnson from El Gambrosino, April 2010 

 

T here are many clues out there in the field to guide us, so we just need to know what they are and what they mean, and of course 

we need to be observant and curious, or we will be just wasting our 

time. 

 

Assuming that we are already out there in the field, anything that  

appears uncommon or odd such as rust or stains, sudden changes in 

color of rock or its grain-size, or differences in compositions, may be 

worth investigating closely, for instance, rust or stains could be 

“oxidation” products of mineral deposits containing one or more 

metal-bearing minerals such as those of iron, copper, lead, zinc,  

uranium, tungsten, manganese, nickel, cobalt, molybdenum, bismuth 

and silver (in the form of a chloride). Metal-bearing deposits, of 

course, indicate a mineralized area, so whether or not you are  

interested in the metals, such an area is very much worth  

investigating for other types of minerals. However, even many of 

those metallic minerals often occur in very attractive forms, whether 

beautifully crystallized or not. 

 

Sudden changes in color of a rock formation could mean 

“segregations” or “differentiations” of some of the rock’s 

“accessory” minerals (which are more desirable or valuable than the 

usual common “rock-making” minerals), or “hydrothermal”  

alteration of parts of the rock formations (which is a good indicator 

of mineralizing solutions in the area). 

 

Any increase in texture or grain size of an intrusive igneous rock  

formation such as one of the granite family, would be especially  

encouraging for several reasons. because one or more of the rock’s 

“accessory” minerals would be especially valuable in larger sizes; 

and such rock formations often breed “pegmatites”, which are  

always very much worth exploring because of their very special  

valuable minerals typically occurring in very large sizes, and often 

very well crystallized. Of course, probably most of us are familiar 
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with quartz or calcite “vein” material, and the significance of it.; and 

the presence of certain “indicator” minerals, and other clues are  

always a plus, but I can’t include them all in this article. 

 

Lava flows with many cavities (or “bubble-holes”), are fairly  

obvious, and they are often happy-hunting-ground for agate material 

and zeolite crystals, etc. Our best clues are rock formations, to begin 

with, if we are familiar with them, because areas can be chosen  

before leaving home, simply by using geologic maps, which describe 

the types of rock formations shown in any particular area. However, 

with or without a geologic map, the usual clues as shown above are 

standard procedure for rockhounds and prospectors. 

 

We always have rock formations wherever we go, and the types of 

formations determine whether or not any of the above clues will  

exist in any given area; and what those clues will be and what  

minerals to expect, so learning enough about rocks and minerals to 

be able to use geologic maps as a very valuable tool is of course the 

best approach to rockhounding and prospecting, and I highly  

recommend it. This and your usual visits to the usual pay-to-dig  

collecting sites complement each other perfectly. There are many 

potential areas out there, and geologic maps are a great help in 

choosing which areas are favorable for which type of minerals  

before leaving home, and of course, will guide you in the field. It’s 

not necessary, of course, to be familiar with rock formations to  

explore for minerals, but if you are naturally curious and you enjoy 

exploring, at least do yourself a favor and take samples and make 

notes of those curious-looking areas while traveling to & from those 

pay-to-dig collecting sites, and find out what your rock samples are 

and what relationship they may have with what kinds of minerals. 

Surely there’s someone in your community that you can ask about it, 

at schools or libraries, universities or colleges, local U.S.G.S.  

Offices, or Bureau of Land Management, or forestry service offices, 

etc. 

 

The RockCollector 5/10 via Happy Hunting Gem Cutters News ï 

5/10 via Stoney Statements 5/10 



Page 10 

The Rockhounder                                                  December 2015  

What to do When a Snake Bites you on a Remote Trail?  
By Floris Gierman 

 

A  few years ago I was hiking in Sequoia National Park with my family. Right when we started our hike we saw 2 snakes which made me extra 

alert to the fact that they were around. I was walking in front with my wife and 

parents behind me on a single track trail. The trail made a pretty steep left turn 

against a rock wall that was head high and out of no-where from the left a  

rattlesnake striked at me from about 2 feet away.  

 

I FREAKED OUT and within a split second I jumped to the right, the snake 

moved quickly from the rock onto the trail. I thought he was going after me, so 

I got up and fell again, this time almost down the steep side of the trail.  

Luckily I came out with no injuries but it definitely scared me.  

 

In the past few years of hiking and running trails, I’ve encountered about 10 

snakes, including a few poisonous rattlesnakes. I run a lot of trails solo in the 

middle of nowhere, so I wanted to figure out exactly what to do if a snake bites 

me on a remote trail?  

 

Below is a summary of things Iôve learned about first aid for snake bites 

after talking to the Snake Bite Poison Line (1-800-222-1222 available 

24/7), after doing my own online research and after posting my snake 

questions on Reddit Running. The best info came from Jordan Benjamin, 

a herpetologist specialized in venomous snakes. Iôm just sharing this info 

because it might help you one day:  
 

¶ No first aid is much better than performing bad first aid. Don’t cut at or 
around the site of the bite, don’t compress the bitten limb with a cord or 

tight bandage, don’t attempting to extract or neutralize venom using elec-

tricity, fire, permanganate, salt, black stones, mouths, mud, leaves, etc.  

¶ All Snake Bite Kits are dangerous and should not be used. This was also 
confirmed by the Snake Bite Poison Line.  

¶ A lot of snake bite patients injure themselves by panicking directly after a 
snake bite, by tripping over a rock or tree trunk, or by falling off the side 

of the trail. Staying calm is important! After a snake bite, walk about 20-

30 feet away from the snake.  

¶ Find a safe place to sit down asap. The venom can rapidly diffuse into 
your system, this can drop your blood pressure too low to pump all the 

way to your head while standing. Sitting down reduces your chance of 

fainting within the first few minutes. If you faint, it shouldn’t be more than 

a few minutes.  
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¶ Remove any rings, watches, tight clothing and anything else from the bit-
ten limb, because the swelling will make it a lot bigger soon.  

¶ Take 5 minutes to calm down and plan your evacuation. The only effective 
treatment for a snake envenomation is the right anti-venom to neutralize it.  

¶ Do not wait for symptoms to appear if bitten. It’s important to get in touch 
with emergency personnel as soon as possible to get you to a hospital. If 

you have a cell phone and service, great, call 911 or the Park Ranger. If 

there is no service, think about the last time you had phone service.  

¶ A sharpie can be a great help for emergency personnel to assess the severi-
ty of your snakebite. Circle the location of your snake bite and write down 

the time next to it. Draw a circle around the border of the swelling and 

write down the time. Write down all the things you’re experiencing that 

are not normal, with the time next to it. Examples are: metallic taste in 

your mouth, changes to sense of smell, sudden loss of vision, double vi-

sion, visual disturbances, ringing in the ears, headache, nausea and vomit-

ing, bleeding from anywhere, dizziness, shortness of breath, etc. The most 

common signs and symptoms are pain and swelling.  

¶ Update this info every 15 or 30 minutes as the swelling moves up the limb 
and your symptoms develop.  

¶ Make contact via cell phone. If this is not possible, walk slowly to get 
help. Drink some water and take some calories if you have any. Some 

snake bite victims walk several miles after serious snake bites to their legs. 

They make it out fine because they made it out to medical care. This is 

much better than waiting for help if you can’t reach anyone. Don’t let the 

fear of “raising your heart rate and increasing the speed of venom circula-

tion” prevent you from moving to get to care. Be very cautious about driv-

ing yourself to a hospital, since some bites have serious side effects that 

could suddenly limit your ability to drive.  

 

Preventing a snake bite is obviously better than dealing with a snake bite. 

Here are a few ways to reduce the risks of snake bites while trail running:  

 

¶ Be aware that there could be snakes where you’re running.  

¶ Watch where you’re placing your feet, be extra aware on rocky, sunny 
areas, pockets of leaves and logs across the trail. If you’re off trail, the 

odds go up because there are more rocks and cracks and less people to 

scare the snakes away. Watch out when running through tall grass and 

weeds.  

¶ Step on a rock or log, not over it. This way you can spot a snake that may 
be sheltering under it and take action quickly.  
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¶ Watch out when sitting down on a rock or tree stump, you might be sitting 
on a snake.  

¶ Don’t try to chase the snake off the trail, this is why most people get bit by 
snakes.  

¶ Don’t run with headphones on trails, or have at least 1 earbud out.  

¶ Snakes tend to be near water, especially if it’s in a dry environment. If 
you’re near a spring or river, keep an extra eye out.  

¶ Since snakes are cold-blooded, they’d like to come out when it’s warm 

and sun themselves on rocky areas or trails. They like to be on the edge of 

a sunny patch. If you come across a sunny patch, your encounter chances 

increase.  

¶ Most venomous snakes in the US rest during the day. The chances of  

running into one are higher in the mornings and early evenings, when  

their activity might be a bit higher.  

¶ In the spring, after snakes have hibernated together, the frequency of  

sightings goes up. In the fall, when they retreat to a hiding place to spend 

the cold winter months, they are on the go, so higher chances to encounter 

a snake. Most snake bites occur between April and October.  

 

Things to bring on your trail runs that help with a snake bite:  

 

¶ Phone  

¶ Sharpie  

 

Getting bitten by a snake can be deadly, especially if youôre on your own on a 

remote trail. The following story is a good explanation of how a snake bite 

would feel:  

I Should Be Dead ( http://www.venomousreptiles.org/articles/345),  

Each year, about 8,000 venomous snake bites occur in the US and about 5 of 

those people die. Youôve got a good chance of survival if you seek medical at-

tention immediately.  

 

To summarize: try to stay calm, sit down, remove anything tight, docu-

ment your situation, contact help.  
From http://www.flotography.com/what-to-do-when-a-snake-bites-you-on-

a-remote-trail/ 

 

Via AOS Newsletter 8/15 

What to do When a Snake Bites... 
(Continued from page 11) 

http://www.flotography.com/what-to-do-when-a-snake-bites-you-on-a-remote-trail/
http://www.flotography.com/what-to-do-when-a-snake-bites-you-on-a-remote-trail/
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25 signs that say you are now grown up: 
 

1. Your houseplants are alive, and you can't smoke any of them. 

2. Having sex in a twin bed is out of the question. 

3. You keep more food than beer in the fridge. 

4. 6:00 AM is when you get up, not when you go to bed.  

5. You hear your favorite song in an elevator. 

6. You watch the Weather Channel. 

7. Your friends marry and divorce instead of "hook up" and "break 

up." 

8. You go from 130 days of vacation time to 14.  

9. Jeans and a sweater no longer qualify as "dressed up." 

10. You're the one calling the police because those %&@# kids next 

door won't turn down the stereo. 

11. Older relatives feel comfortable telling sex jokes around you. 

12. You don't know what time Taco Bell closes anymore. 

13. Your car insurance goes down and your car payments go up. 

14. You feed your dog Science Diet instead of McDonald's leftovers. 

15. Sleeping on the couch makes your back hurt. 

16. You take naps. 

17. Dinner and a movie is the whole date instead of the beginning of 

one. 

18. Eating a basket of chicken wings at 3 AM would severely upset, 

rather than settle, your stomach.  

19. You go to the drug store for ibuprofen and antacid, not condoms 

and pregnancy tests. 

20. A $4.00 bottle of wine is no longer "pretty good stuff." 

21. You actually eat breakfast food at breakfast time. 

22. "I just can't drink the way I used to" replaces "I'm never going to 

drink that much again."  

23. 90% of the time you spend in front of a computer is for real work. 

24. You drink at home to save money before going to a bar. 

25. When you find out your friend is pregnant you congratulate them 

instead of asking "Oh S*$# what the hell happened?" 

 

From the Internet - forwarded by Nancy Bird 
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Upcoming CFMS Gem Shows 
 

Dec 5-6  BARSTOW, CA. Mojave Desert Gem & Mineral Soc 

 Cora Harper Community Center, 841 S. Barstow Road  

 Hours: 10 - 5 daily  

 Website: www.mdgms.net  

 

Dec 5-6  LAKESIDE, CA. El Cajon Valley Gem & Min Soc 

 Lakeside Rodeo Grounds, 12584 Mapleview Street  

 Hours: Sat 9 - 5; Sun 9 - 4  

 Website: www.ecvgms.com  

 

Dec 12-13 RIALTO, CA. Orange Belt Mineralogical Society  

 Across Street from Rialto City Hall  

 105 South Palm Avenue  

 Hours: Sat 9 - Dusk daily  

 Website: http://OBMSrocks.yolasite.com  

 

Jan 16-17 EXETER, CA. Tule Gem & Mineral Soc, Visalia  

 Exeter Veterans' Memorial Building  

 324 N. Kaweah Avenue  

 Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4  

 Website: www.tulegem.com  

 

Feb 12-21 INDIO, CA. San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem Society  

 Riverside County Fair & National Date Festival  

 82-503 Highway 111,  

 Hours: 10 - 10 daily  

   

Mar 5-6  ARCADIA, CA. Monrovia Rockhounds 

 Los Angeles Arboretum-Ayres Hall 

 301 Baldwin Avenue 

 Hours: 9:00 - 4:30 daily 

 Website: www.Moroks.com 

http://www.mdgms.net
http://www.ecvgms.com
http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com/
http://www.tulegem.com
http://www.moroks.com/
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Editor: Jay Valle, 1421 Latchford Avenue, Hacienda Heights, CA  91745 

 Home: (626) 934-9764; E-Mail: wrongwaybart@yahoo.com 

 

Bulletin exchanges: are welcome and requests should be sent to the editor. 

WGMS MEETING LOCATION!  

Whittier Community Center 

7630 Washington Ave. Whittier 
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